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1 Introduction 
This policy seeks to clarify how Geography is taught within the 

National Curriculum from the Early Years to Year 6 at 
Westbourne School. 

 
2 Philosophy 

 We see Geography as a valued part of the curriculum. It 
provides a means of exploring, understanding and appreciating 

the world we live in and how it has evolved. Through our studies 
we are able to explore the relationship between the Earth and its 

people and develop an understanding of nature of the subject. 
Geography stimulates, excites and feeds a child’s natural 

curiosity and imagination. It is through studying a variety of 
places and experiencing fieldwork we are able to develop 

geographical skills, which will be of great value in the future. 

 
3 Aims 

Geography enables pupils to:  
 

 to gain knowledge and understanding of places in the 
world; 

 increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in so 
doing, teach a respect and understanding of what it means 

to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country; 
 allow children to learn graphic skills, including how to use, 

draw and interpret maps; 
 enable children to know and understand environmental 

problems at a local, regional and global level; 
 encourage in children a commitment to sustainable 

development, and an appreciation of what “global 

citizenship” means; 
 develop in children a variety of other skills, including those 

of enquiry, problem-solving, ICT, investigation, and that of 
presenting their conclusions in the most appropriate way; 

 develop the cross-curricular use of geography in all 
subjects. 

 
 

 
4          Teaching and learning 

 
We use a variety of teaching and learning styles in our geography 

lessons. We believe in whole-class teaching methods, and we 
combine these with enquiry-based research activities. We 

encourage children to ask as well as answer geographical questions. 

We offer them the opportunity to use a variety of data, such as 
maps, statistics, graphs, pictures and aerial photographs, and we 



enable them to use ICT in geography lessons where this serves to 
enhance their learning. Children take part in role-play and 

discussions, and they present reports to the rest of the class. They 
engage in a wide variety of problem-solving activities. Wherever 

possible, we involve the children in “real” geographical activities, for 
example, research of a local environmental problem, or use of the 

Internet to investigate a current issue. 
 

5       Curriculum Plans 
 

At Westbourne we seek to develop learning across the curriculum 
wherever the opportunity arises. Geography curriculum planning 

 
Geography is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We 

use the national programmes of study as the basis for our 

curriculum planning in geography and we have adapted this to the 
local context of our school. For example, we make use of the local 

environment in our fieldwork and we also choose a locality where 
the human activities and physical features provide a contrast to 

those that predominate in our own immediate area. We have regard 
to the national scheme of work for geography but much of our 

planning is based on the themes chosen by the school for each 
term. 

 
Our curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-

term and short-term). Our long-term plan maps the geography 
topics studied in each term during each key stage. The subject 

leader devises this plan in conjunction with teaching colleagues in 
each year group. In some cases, we combine the geographical 

study with work in other subject areas, especially at Key Stage 1. In 

other cases, we arrange for the children to carry out an 
independent geographical study. 

 
Our medium-term plans give details of each unit of work for each 

term. The subject leader reviews these plans on a regular basis. 
Because we have some mixed-age classes, we do the medium-term 

planning on a two-year rotation cycle. In this way, we ensure that 
children have complete coverage of the National Curriculum, but do 

not have to repeat topics. 
 

Each class teacher creates a plan for each lesson. These plans list 
specific learning objectives and expected outcomes for each lesson. 

The class teacher keeps these individual plans, and often discusses 
them with the geography subject leader on an informal basis. 

 

We plan the topics in geography so that they build on prior learning. 
Children of all abilities have the opportunity to develop their skills 



and knowledge in each unit and, through planned progression built 
into the scheme of work, we offer them an increasing challenge as 

they move up the school. 
 

6    Curriculum Planning and Progression 
 

At Westbourne School we have adapted the National Geography 
Curriculum 2014 units of work and will be modified to the 

curriculum map in September 2014. We will evaluate the units after 
a year’s trial and make alterations as required.  This  will be 

updated annually. 
 

7    The Early Years Foundation Stage 
 

At Westbourne, we teach geography in reception classes as an 

integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the 
reception class is part of the Early Years Foundation Stage, we 

relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the 
objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs) which 

underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. 
Geography makes a significant contribution to the development of 

each child’s knowledge and understanding of the world, through 
activities such as collecting postcards from different places, singing 

songs from around the world, or investigating what makes a “good” 
school environment. 

 
8 Geography and inclusion  

 
At our school, we teach geography to all children, whatever their 

ability and individual needs. Geography implements the school 

curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all 
children. Through our geography teaching, we provide learning 

opportunities that match the needs of children with learning 
difficulties, and we take into account the targets set for individual 

children in their Individual Education Plans (IEPs). We strive hard to 
meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, 

those with disabilities, those with special gifts and talents, and 
those learning English as an additional language, and we take all 

reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 

When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the 
child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process 

looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching 
materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some 

additional or different action to enable the child to learn more 

effectively. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to 
consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected 



levels. This helps to ensure that our teaching is matched to the 
child’s needs. 

 
 

 
 

9    Use of language in Geography 
 

Pupils are encouraged to use the specialist and technical vocabulary 
and expressions used in Geography. They are taught to express 

themselves correctly and use a wide variety of words and 
encouraged to question and report their findings.  

 
10   Use of I.C.T. 

 

Pupils are encouraged to develop and apply their I.T skills to 
support learning.  Interactive Whiteboards, Macbooks, desktop 

computers, Learnpads, digital cameras and other instruments are 
available and children are encouraged to use the Internet to access 

safe websites and select relevant information. 
Emails will also be used to contact selected locations. Geographical 

specific I.T. skills are being developed. 
 

11    Using the local environment and involving the local 
community 

 
Westbourne School is in a rural location close to the River Ems and 

surrounded by open fields, within a small village. Fieldwork is easily 
undertaken in the local area and visits are regularly made to the 

village and surrounding area. We are able to visit the coast, a 

Country Park and local towns. A residential visit is also made to 
contrast with the local area and trips to London have been made. 

We also take advantage of links with local shops, farms, the church 
and local people. 

 
12     Display of children’s work 

 
Children’s work is displayed throughout the school and is used to 

inform and celebrate achievement. Topic books are also used to 
record work and as a showcase for quality work. 

 
 13        Assessment 

Assessment is a vital part of teaching and learning and can be done 
in a variety of ways, oral presentation, written work, through I.C.T. 

work or role-play.   

 



Teachers will assess children’s work by making informal judgements 
during lessons. On completion of a piece of work, the teacher 

assesses the work and uses this information to plan future learning. 
Written or verbal feedback is given to the child to help guide his or 

her progress. Older children are encouraged to make judgements 
about how they can improve their own work. 

 
We assess work in geography by making informal judgements as we 

observe the children during lessons. Once the children complete a 
piece of work, we mark and comment, as necessary. At the end of 

the year we make a summary judgement of the work of each pupil 
in relation to the National Curriculum levels of attainment. We 

record the attainment grades in our mark books, and we use these 
to plan future work with that pupil, to provide the basis for 

assessing the progress of the child, and to pass information on to 

the next teacher at the end of the year. 
 

14     Marking 
 

Geography work is marked in accordance with the Schools Marking 
Policy. 

 
15    Staffing 

 
Geography is taught by individual class teachers, using a wide 

range of support material. The Co-ordinator is available should any 
help be required or information needed. 

 
16     Resources 

 

A central resource room is located in the school and support 
material is clearly labelled along with maps, artefacts, posters, 

videos etc to go with each unit of work. Each class has a globe, a 
map of the world and a map of the British Isles. 

Atlases appropriate to each class are also available and the library is 
well stocked with a wide range of books.  

 
17       Health and Safety 

 
A file is updated containing information on school visits and risk 

assessments are undertaken before they take place. Parental 
consent is requested before a trip can be made and adequate 

staffing is ensured. 
  



18             Role of the Co-ordinator 
 

The role of the co-ordinator is to……….. 
 Prepare policy documents and schemes of work 

 Understand and implement Geography orders 
 Encourage staff to provide and exciting and stimulating 

environment where geography can flourish 
 Collect, organise audit and update resources 

 Plan inset/ staff meetings and inform staff of new ideas and 
contact advisory team 

 Monitor plans and sample work, evaluate effectiveness of the 
subject within the school 

 Attend relevant courses and keep up to date with changes, 
reading journals and articles 

 Ensure the Headteacher and Governors are aware of 

curriculum developments 
 Keep and maintain a subject file 

 Help colleagues to develop subject knowledge and expertise 
 Ensure common standards for recording and assessment 

 Develop topic reviews and monitor outcomes  
 Encourage learning opportunities for all pupils at different 

stages of development, responding to diverse needs and 
enable all children to have access through inclusion. 

 
 

 
19 Monitoring and review 

 
The coordination and planning of the geography curriculum are the 

responsibility of the subject leader. The quality of teaching and 

learning in geography is monitored and evaluated by the 
headteacher as part of the school’s agreed cycle of monitoring and 

evaluation. 
 

 
 

This policy will be reviewed every three years or sooner if 
necessary. 

 
Signed:  

 
 

Date: 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


